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Natural Rubber Production, Technology and Management

What is the expectation from Graduate Student to the Faculty?

FNR is one of the favorite faculty in PSU, including for me as an
International student. To become the better faculty, FNR should
provide any information in bilingual (Phasa Thai and English) e.g.
updated websites and in all of announcement inside FNR (building,
class, toilet, etc.). From my own experience, not much prospected
student knows about FNR PSU because the complete information (in
English) is quite hard to find in the internet.

Since FNR PSU has a lot of international qualified lecturers and
facilities, FNR PSU should be able to get more and more international
students especially from South East Asia. To make this come true, all
of the lecturers should prepare better curriculum and good method
when teach in English. For the example, several times in my class,
some pages of the power point slides still in Phasa Thai and makes me
cannot fully understand when I re-read the slides after the class is
finished.

What the graduate students need from the FNR?”

From my own experience, most of the basic need from graduate
students are already fulfilled by FNR PSU.

For the details thing, I will explain in the “strengths” and
“weaknesses” section.

Strengths of the FNR?

A lot of strength in Faculty of Natural Resources. Most of the lecturer
are PhD graduated from various University both Thailand and
overseas that lead to a very wide networking among research world.
Therefore, a lot of international publication are written both from the
lecturers and students of FNR PSU.

For reference source, PSU already provide direct access to several
high impact journals that is very helpful both for students and
lecturers.

All of the lecturer and faculty staff are warm welcoming, friendly and
helpful to overcome all of the graduate student difficulties. When I got
some difficulties, all of the lecturers allowing us to meet them
personally and made an open minded discussion.

FNR has annual event like big cleaning day and agricultural fair which
are very useful to make the better interaction and collaboration
between the lecturers, staff and all of the students.
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Weaknesses of the FNR?

e So far, there is no major weaknesses from Faculty of Natural resources.
In my own opinion, language barrier (Phasa Thai and English) is the
biggest problem that occurs when us (international student) do the
interaction especially with the faculty staff. However, nowadays most
of the staff are able to communicate with basic English and [ am sure
that it will be getting better (improved more).

e For laboratory instruments in FNR, most of them are already quite old
and need to be updated to strengthen the research quality in the future.

e In FNR library, only few books and magazine are in English language
that makes me as International student not really interested to sit and
read. Browsing through internet seems like better and faster option but
it will decrease the opportunity to make direct interaction between
students.

Why choose to study at FNR PSU?

[ am working at Indonesian Rubber Research Institute since 2007 and in 2014 |
got the permit from my Director to continue my study in master degree. At that
time, I was applying to several scholarship including the Natural Rubber
Production, Technology and Management in Prince of Songkla University, which
is an International Program via TEH-AC scholarship. The most interesting part
from this program is focus only in rubber plant, which is very suitable with my
working field. At the announcement of the scholarship, with 100% confidence, I
told myself that I will going to Hat Yai to study my Master degree. Moreover, a lot
of international research collaboration are held between FNR PSU and CIRAD for
the example. If compared head to head with universities in Europe, USA or
Australia, FNR PSU still need to working hard, but FNR PSU already adequate to
improve my academic skill in master degree.
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